BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
pence of their labour, than when you give money merely
in charity.'
When I complained of having dined at a splendid table6
\vithout hearing one sentence of conversation worthy of be-
ing remembered, he said, 'Sir, there seldom is any such con-
versation.' BOSWELL. 'Why then meet at table?' JOHN-
SON. 'Why, to eat and drink together, and to promote kind-
ness; and, Sir, this is better done when there is no solid
conversation; for when there is, people differ in opinion, and
get into bad humour, or some of the company who are not
capable of such conversation, are left out, and feel them-
selves uneasy. It was for this reason, Sir Robert Walpole said,
he always talked bawdy at his table, because in that all could
join.'
Being irritated by hearing a gentleman [Boswell] ask Mr
Levett a variety of questions concerning him, when he was
sitting by, he broke out, 'Sir, you have but two topicks, your-
self and me. I am sick of both.5
I am now to record a very curious incident in Dr Johnson's
Life, which fell under my own observation and which I am
persuaded will, with the liberal-minded, be much to his
credit.
My desire of being acquainted with celebrated men of
every description, had made me, much about the same time,
obtain an introduction to Dr Samuel Johnson and to John
Wilkes, Esq. Two men more different could perhaps not be
selected out of all mankind. They had even attacked one an-
other with some asperity in their writings; yet I lived in
habits of friendship with both. I conceived an irresistible
wish, if possible, to bring Dr Johnson and Mr Wilkes to-
gether. How to manage it, was a nice and difficult matter.
My worthy booksellers and friends, Messieurs Dilly in the
Poultry, at whose hospitaBle and well-covered table I have
seen a greater number of literary men, than at any.other, ex-
cept that of Sir Joshua Reynolds, had invited me to meet Mr
Wilkes and some more gentlemen on Wednesday, May 15.
*Pray (said I,) let us have Dr Johnson.' - 'What, with Mr
Wilkes? not for the world, (said Mr Edward Dilly:) Dr